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NEW WOrld 
OrdEr
TALKS ON BLOCKCHAIN 15 + 16 Feb, 2018
Exhibition    15 Feb – 09 Mar, 2018

A mysterious and controversial tech-
nology is among us. The blockchain 
underpins digital currencies and 
makes possible dramatic new con-
ceptions of global governance and 
economy that could permanently 
enrich or demote the role of humans 

– depending on who you talk to.
Since there is still not a lot 

of discussions about this new rev-
olutionary technology, we decided 
to dedicate a few mid-February 
days to this topic through a series 
of talks and lectures, and an inter-
national group exhibition.

PROGRAMme

Thursday 15/02/2018  @ Filodrammatica (Korzo ²⁸⁄₁)

17:00      Radoslav Dejanović: Blockchain Basics
19:00      Ruth Catlow: Artists Re:thinking the Blockchain, book presentation
20:00      New World Order exhibition opening

Friday  16/02/2018 @ Filodrammatica (Korzo ²⁸⁄₁)

10:30–14:00    Decentralised Autonomous Organisations on Blockchain, workshop
17:00–18:30    Panel I: Social Implications of Blockchain
19:00–20:30    Panel II: Art & Blockchain
+21:00      Transponder Party @ YCC Palach (Kružna 8)
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radoslav 
dejanović: 
Blockchain 
Basics

Lecture   in Croatian
Thursday   15/02/2018, 17:00
Filodrammatica  large hall 

Simply put, the blockchain is a net-
work communication protocol based 
on a distributed database that stores 
records on different connected com-
puters simultaneously. These are col-
lected in blocks and cryptographically 
secured. Functionally, a blockchain 
serves as an open, distributed ledger 
that can permanently record and ver-
ify transactions between two parties.

First conceptualized in 2008 
and implemented as a core compo-
nent of the digital currency Bitcoin, 
blockchains are now being applied 
to many different fields, including 
finance, insurance, communications 
and healthcare. For promoters its 
promise lies in the removal of third 
party mediators, from internet provid-
ers to banks. It's no surprise therefore 
that, like the Web in the Nineties, the 
blockchain elicits a passionate debate 
and new utopian visions for the future 
of communication technologies.

ntroductory presentation will be held by Radoslav 
Dejanović, one of the leading Croatian computer 
technicians and free software experts, IT journalist, 
former IT consultant in the City of Zagreb adminis-
tration, and the owner of the company Operacijski 
sustavi. He is one of the top 25 IT consultants in 
Croatia, according to the choice of users of these 
services. He's the author of the SF novel Imagined 
Intelligence (Umišljena inteligencija) and a regular 
columnist of the Monitor.hr portal.

ruth Catlow:  
Artists 
re:thinking  
the Blockchain

book presentation
Thursday   15/02/2018, 19:00
Filodrammatica  large hall 

The blockchain is widely herald-
ed as the new internet - another 
dimension in an ever-faster, ev-
er-more-powerful interlocking of 
ideas, actions and values. Principally 
the blockchain is a ledger distribut-
ed across a large array of machines 
that enables digital ownership and 
exchange without a central admin-
istering body. Within the arts it has 
profound implications as both a 
means of organising and distribut-
ing material, and as a new subject 
and medium for artistic exploration. 
Artists Re:thinking the Blockchain 
is a landmark publication that brings 
together a diverse array of artists 
and researchers engaged with the 
blockchain, unpacking, critiquing 
and marking the arrival of it on the 
cultural landscape for a broad read-
ership across the arts and human-
ities.

Edited by Ruth Catlow, Marc Garrett, Nathan 
Jones and Sam Skinner.

The book will be presented by Ruth Catlow, an 
artist, writer and curator working with emanci-
patory network cultures, practices and poetics. 
She is the co-founder, co-director of Furtherfield.
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Panel 1:  
Social 
Implications  
of Blockchain

with    Radoslav Dejanović,  
     Marina Petrović
moderated by  Davor Mišković
Friday    16/02/2018, 17:00–18:30
Filodrammatica  large hall 

Blockchain can be seen as a technol-
ogy that enables confidence build-
ing in a decentralized system with-
out central authority. This view stirs 
optimism in people who for various 
reasons lost confidence in central 
authorities such as the State, inter-
national organizations and corpora-
tions. However, despite numerous 
proposals for the use of blockchain 
in the field of social services, such 
as creating real-estate registers or 
providing humanitarian aid through 
blockchain, so far we have not found 
any widespread implementation of 
blockchain technology outside the 
world of financial services. That, of 
course, does not mean that it won't 
happen in the future. The subject of 
our discussion are the possibilities 
of decentralization of the tradition-
ally centralized systems and the so-
cial implications of such transfer.

Panel 2:  
Art & Blockchain

with    Paul Kolling, 
     Jaya Klara Brekke,  
     Max Dovey
moderated by  Ruth Catlow
Friday    16/02/2018, 19:00–20:30
Filodrammatica  large hall 

As a new technology, blockchain 
became interesting to artists who 
started to create their artworks us-
ing blockchain. Some of them use 
blockchain as a tool of decentrali-
sation of artistic work, while others 
create autonomous systems whose 
decisions are based on a series of 
instructions that shape the proce-
dure for dealing with the demands 
of the environment. The artistic vi-
sion thus creates a horizon of possi-
ble uses of blockchain in areas that 
would otherwise be left unexplored, 
if we would had followed the logic 
of technology and economics. Dis-
cussion participants are the artists 
who have already implemented 
blockchain in their projects, whose 
experience and imagination will 
help us develop unexpected expec-
tations of this new technology.
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WOrKSHOP

Decentralised Autonomous 
Organisations on Blockchain 

led by    Ruth Catlow i Max Dovey
Friday    16/02/2018, 10:30–14:00
Filodrammatica  large hall 

The workshop is part of DAOWO 
(Decentralised Autonomous Or-
ganisation With Others) workshop 
series, organized by Furtherfield in 
collaboration with the Goethe-Insti-
tut London and Drugo more, Rijeka, 
bringing together artists, musicians, 
technologists, engineers, and theo-
rists to join forces in the interroga-
tion and production of new block-
chain technologies.

The focus will be to under-
stand how blockchains might be 
used to enable a critical, sustainable 
and empowered culture, that tran-
scends the emerging hazards and 
limitations of pure market specu-
lation of cryptoeconomics. We will 
try to create a new experimental 
initiative based on blockchain, and 
devise new forms of organisation 
which can contribute to the trans-
formation of cultural production, 
distribution and consumption.

Number of participants is limited. You can ap-
ply for the workshop by e-mail to dubi@drugo 

-more.hr, until 12 February.

TrANSPONdEr 
PArTY

Friday   16/02/2018, from 21:00
YCC    Palach
Featuring  ARREX (live), BLCNY (live),  
    BEXX (live)

Almost three years have passed 
since the last Transponder Party in 
Palach, which means it's high time 
for a new one! Pay close attention to 
this important note: Do not expect 
the party where the DJ plays his set 
from Youtube. Get ready for a cou-
ple of hours of live electronic music 
bursting out of synthesizers, drum 
machines, and who knows what else! 
Featuring legendary electro warriors 
AREXX (live), BLCNY (live) & BEXX (live), 
accompanied by atmospheric video 
projections! Made in Rijeka!

Transponder records is a music label for promo-
tion of electronic music which, by cherishing the 
electronic music history, supports the research 
of musical variations and trends originating in 
contemporary electronic music.

The aim of Transponder Records is to give (not 
only Rijeka based) musicians and producers of 
electronic music a place for presenting their 
work, allowing them to keep their own sound 
and music recognisability. These techno/elec-
tro/IDM fighters wish to create a nucleus of lo-
cal electronic music that can serve in honor of 
Rijeka, presenting it as an inevitable point on 
the music scene.

https://transponder-records.bandcamp.com
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group exhibition   15/02–09/03/2018
Filodrammatica   Gallery
Thursday    15/02/2018, 20:00
Gallery opening hours
      mon–fri 16:00–20:00

Featuring experimental artworks by 
artists Corina Angheloiu, Jaya Klara 
Brekke, Max Dovey, Pete Gomes, 
Paul Kolling, Rob Myers, O'Khaos, 
Paul Seidler, James Stewart, Max 
Hampshire, Lina Theodorou and 
xfx (a.k.a. Ami Clarke), New World 
Order imagines a world in which 
responsibility for many aspects of 
life (reproduction, decision-making, 
organisation, nurture, stewardship) 
have been mechanised and automat-
ed, deferred to the blockchain, trans-
ferred, once and for all, from natural 
and social systems into a secure, net-
worked, digital ledger of transactions 
and computer-executed contracts.

Artworks featured in New 
World Order include a self-owning, 
self-exploiting forest with ideas of 
expansion (Terra0); a self-replicating 
android flower in the form of a metal 
sculpture that, in return for Bitcoins, 
commissions an artist to create a new 
artwork (Plantoid); an illustrated sci-fi 
novella dealing with the implications 
of a new wave of fully financialised 
planetary-scale automation (Bad 
Shibe); and a film collecting different 
takes on blockchain technologies by 
leading thinkers, computer scientists, 
entrepreneurs, artists and activists 
(The Blockchain – Change Everything 
Forever), among other things.

The exhibition is part of a 
large-scale programme of publi-
cations, workshops and talks that 

brings together leading international 
artists and writers from across the 
globe. Curated by Furtherfield and 
launched at Furtherfield Gallery in 
London's Finsbury Park in May 2017, 
it arrives to Rijeka as part of the Eu-
ropean project State Machines and 
Rijeka 2020 - European Capital of 
Culture, after it was presented at Ak-
sioma Project Space in Ljubljana.

Furtherfield is a not-for-profit organisation. 
Through artworks, labs and debate around arts 
and technology, people from all walks of life 
explore today's important questions. The urban 
green space of London's Finsbury Park, where 
Furtherfield's Gallery and Lab are located, is now 
a platform for fieldwork in human and machine 
imagination – addressing the value of the public 
realm in our fast-changing, globally connected 
and uniquely superdiverse context. An interna-
tional network of associates use artistic meth-
ods to interrogate emerging technologies to 
extend access and grasp their wider potential. 
In this way new cultural, social and economic 
value is developed in partnership with the art, 
research, business and public sectors.

on exhibits  
& authors —>
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1. Plantoid

O'Khaos

Plantoid is an autonomous block-
chain based artwork that reproduces 
itself, harnessing the forces of aes-
thetic beauty and automated gov-
ernance. When the metal sculpture 
of a flowering plant receives a certain 
number of bitcoins, it commissions 
an artist to create a new artwork. All 
those who contributed to funding 
the Plantoid can set the rules sur-
rounding the genetic traits (the DNA) 
and the soul (the governance) of the 
new “child” Plantoid. Exhibition vis-
itors will be able to buy bitcoins to 
tip the sculpture and determine how 
the Plantoid will evolve.

O'Khaos Creations is a collective of artists who 
are eager to explore creativity through interactive 
installations, kinetic sculptures and mechanical 
contraptions constructed from recycled materi-
als, all licensed under Creative Commons licenses. 
The collective was co-founded by Primavera de 
Filippi in 2010. As a legal researcher, artist and 
coder, Primavera De Filippi explores the intersec-
tion between law, technology and art. Primavera 
produced the genesis Plantoid and has since been 
working on creating an ecosystem to ensure the 
evolution of other Plantoids.

2. Terra0

Paul Seidler, Paul Kolling 
& Max Hampshire

Terra0 is an artwork and prototype 
for a self-owning, self-exploiting 
forest by Paul Seidler, Paul Kolling 
and Max Hampshire. Initiated by 
humans, over time the forest cre-
ates capital by selling licenses for 
the logging of its trees and utiliza-
tion of its assets through automat-
ed processes, smart contracts and 
blockchain technology. It sells its 
raw materials, accumulates capital, 
buys itself and eventually expands 
into new territories.

Paul Seidler is an artist/interaction designer 
living and working in Berlin. Since 2013 he has 
been a student at the University of the Arts in 
the digital media class by Prof. Joachim Sauter. 
During his studies he has worked in a range of 
research facilities, including the Design Research 
Lab and the Hybrid Plattform. His projects and 
papers have been presented at Leap Berlin, CTM, 
Dutch Design Week and ecocore. Terra0 was 
originally developed in the Digitale Klasse at the 
University of Arts, Berlin by Paul and Paul Kolling.

Paul Kolling is a media artist and designer liv-
ing in Berlin, Germany. After some time spent 
working as a carpenter, he moved to Berlin to 
study visual communication at the University 
of the Arts. Since 2014 he has been a student in 
the new media class of Prof. Joachim Sauter and 
Jussi Ängeslevä. He works at the intersection of 
media art, design research and industrial design, 
and strives to explore the interaction between 
(new) materials, objects and new technologies.

Terra0 was originally developed in the Digitale 
Klasse at the University of Arts, Berlin by Paul 
and Paul Seidler.
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3. Satoshi Oath

Jaya Klara Brekke & Elias Haase

Satoshi means clear thinking, quick 
witted and wise. It is also the name 
of the anonymous founder(s) of bit-
coin and the blockchain. The Satoshi 
Oath by Jaya Klara Brekke and Elias 
Haase is a method for developers 
to think clearly about what kind of 
relations get chained together in 
the coding of new blockchain appli-
cations, and their possible effects on 
people and the environment. Using 
three main properties of blockchain 
technology – immutability, neutrali-
ty and decentralisation – the Satoshi 
Oath presents a set of blocks from 
which to build an ethics for new 
blockchain projects: Power, Change, 
Delegation, Disclosure, Dissensus 
and Exodus.

Jaya Klara Brekke works across theory, technol-
ogy and design and is currently pursuing a PhD at 
Durham University on the political geographies 
of blockchain infrastructures. The Distributing 
Chains research project examines the concepts of 
authority, sovereignty, trust and consensus and 
traces these as they are assumed, encoded and 
executed through blockchain technologies. She 
is based between London, Athens and Durham.

Elias Haase is interested in alternative pathways 
for technological futures and how they intersect 
with life. He is a critic of the homogenising im-
pact of tech-savvy elites and tries to help crash 
the gates so that as many different people as 
possible can take part in shaping the future of 
technology. Elias is one of the founders of B9lab, 
conducting training and research around block-
chain and decentralised applications.

4. Bad Shibe 

Rob Myers & Lina Theodorou

Bad Shibe is a sci-fi novella written 
by Rob Myers and illustrated by Lina 
Theodorou that invites us to imagine 
what kind of society emerges when a 
system designed to verify the transfer 
of digital assets is combined with a 
world where reputation is based on 

“followers” and “likes.” The story deals 
with the implications of a new wave 
of fully financialised planetary-scale 
automation and the struggle to dis-
cern right from wrong when human 
and machine agency merges. It also 
invites us to think of humans and 
societies as much as the effects of 
technology.

Rob Myers is an artist, hacker and writer. For 
more than two decades his work has probed and 
clarified the significance to society of practices 
in expressive and engineering cultures, from 
the apparently mundane and bureaucratic to 
the deeply mysterious. Through his artworks, 
many of which take the form of software, he 
plays with the concepts of art, value, authorship 
and creation in the age of digital networks.

Lina Theodorou lives and works in Berlin and 
Athens. Her work primarily involves video and in-
stallations. She has participated in shows at Bozar, 
Center for Fine Arts, Brussels; Museumsquartier, 
Vienna; National Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Athens; EMAF, European Media Art Festival, Os-
nabruck; Deste Foundation, Athens; Neue Galerie 
am Landesmuseum Joanneum, Graz; Museum 
Fridericianum, Kassel; Macedonian Museum Of 
Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki; 8th International 
Istanbul Biennial; 6th ev+a Limerick Biennial; 53rd 
International Short Film Festival Oberhausen; 
11th International Architecture Exhibition at the 
Venice Biennial; Impakt festival, Utrecht; State 
Museum Of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki; 
Benaki Museum, Athens; Alexander S. Onassis 
Foundation Cultural Center; Museum of Rome 
in Travestere, Rome; and Biennial of the moving 
image, Buenos Aires.
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5. x-fx.org 

Ami Clarke

The website x-fx.org shows the vid-
eo: untitled, data collection from 
domestic ether mining rig by Ami 
Clarke – a video as data capture, 
showing glimpses of the material 
parts of an ether mining rig, which 
conveys the energy used and sweat 
equity of a DIY cryptocurrency pros-
pector with finely tuned financial 
calculations, of a not so free, money 
mining system. The data is a com-
ponent of a larger puzzle across dif-
ferent events and sites initiated at A 
Throw of the Dice, an exhibition and 
workshop series at Banner Repeat-
er in 2016 that considered some of 
the contradictory claims made for 
blockchain technology. Recorded 
audio from the workshops: Think-
ing through the block at Banner Re-
peater is held on the website, from 
participants: Tom Clark, Paul Purgas, 
Alessandro Ludovico, Karen Di Franco, 
Ruth Catlow, Ben Vickers, Tom Pear-
son, Malavika Rajnarayan, Prayas Ab-
hinav and Satya Gummuluri of surfa-
tial, and Ami Clarke.

Ami Clarke is an artist whose work considers 
models of mass behavioural procedures, such as 
the financial markets, in anticipation of new be-
haviours emerging from news produced/distrib-
uted primarily through social media, as people 
seemingly act in groups at a level of pre-verbal 
emotional intensity, arriving at what has been 
described as a post-truth politics. She is founder 
of Banner Repeater: a reading room with a public 
Archive of Artists' Publishing and project space, an 
experimental space for others on a working train 
station platform at Hackney Downs station, Lon-
don. She has recently exhibited and curated works 
at the ICA, Dundee; Wysing Arts Centre; Museo 

del Chopo, Mexico City; and Hayward Gallery. She 
commissions new artists'/writers' works through 
Banner Repeater and several publishing imprints, 
inc UnPublish.

6. Blockchain – 
Change Everything 
Forever

Pete Gomes

Blockchain – Change Everything For-
ever, a Furtherfield film directed by 
Pete Gomes, was created to diver-
sify the people involved in thinking 
about blockchain technologies by 
bringing together leading thinkers, 
computer scientists, entrepreneurs, 
artists and activists to answer some 
of the key questions: What can a 
blockchain do? Who builds this new 
reality? How will we rule ourselves? 
How will the future be different be-
cause of the blockchain?

Pete Gomes is a filmmaker and artist working 
across all forms of moving images. His works 
have been shown across Europe, India, Russia, 
Tasmania, Iceland, South America and the USA in 
the Institute of Contemporary Art, Whitechapel 
Gallery, Architecture Foundation, Royal Opera 
House, Southbank Centre, Gimpel Fils, Tate 
Modern, Tate Britain, Barcelona Centre for Con-
temporary Culture, Stedelijk Museum, Vienna 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Leeds Interna-
tional Film Festival, Sonar and others. In 2013 he 
received an award from architect Bernard Tschu-
mi for his film Path 1 at the Cinecity Architectural 
Film Project in Melbourne. He has collaborated 
extensively. Among those he has worked with 
include Shobana Jeyasingh, Scanner, Michael Ny-
man, Errollyn Wallen, Jocelyn Pook, Donnacha 
Dennehy and Throbbing Gristle. He is currently 
working on his PhD in improvisation, developing 
new working methods for improvising cinema 
across both production and performance.
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7. Breath (BrH) 

Max Dovey

Breath (BRH) uses human respiration 
to mine crypto-currencies. The instal-
lation explores how the body can per-
form the computational process of 
mining cryptocurrencies by convert-
ing lung exhalation into a computer's 
hashing rate. The installation adapts 
spirometry, a medical technique for 
measuring human breathing, to mine 
digital crypto-currencies through hu-
man respiration. The velocity of hu-
man exhalation determines the hash-
ing rate of a small micro computer 
that is mining on the XMR (monero) 
blockchain. BRH uses crypto-curren-
cies to investigate the role of the body 
in emerging financial systems and 
considers emerging representations 
of value in decentralized technology 
such as blockchain.

For real time updates from the installation visit 
http://respiration.ltd/

Max Dovey can be described as 28.3% man, 14.1% 
artist and 8.4% successful. He is also an artist, re-
searcher and lecturer specialising in the politics 
of data and algorithmic governance. His works 
explore the political narratives that emerge from 
technology and digital culture and manifest them-
selves in situated projects – bars, game-shows, 
banks and other participatory scenarios. He holds 
a BA (Hons) in Fine Art: Time-Based Media and a 
MA in Media Design from Piet Zwart Institute. He is 
an affiliated researcher at the Institute of Network 
Cultures and regularly writes for Open Democracy, 
Imperica & Furtherfield. His work has been per-
formed at Ars Electronica Festival, Art Rotterdam 
& many UK-based music festivals.

The Project was funded by the Creative Industries 
fund NL, developed at School of Machines and was 
inspired by the work of The Institute of Human 
Obsolescence and developed after conversations 
with its founder, Manuel Beltrán.

8. Handfastr – 
making commitments 
wherever you are

Corina Angheloiu,  
Max Dovey & James Stewart

Handfastr – making commitments 
wherever you are by C. Angheloiu, M. 
Dovey and J. Stewart is a five min-
ute marriage contract, generated by 
a program using blockchain to re-
configure social pledges. Handfastr 
whittles marriage down to a financial 
agreement between two different 
parties, adapting the practical and 
functional aspects into a platform 
that enables impromptu financial 
commitments between people in 
public space via temporary agree-
ment using smart phones.

Corina Angheloiu is a design strategist in pursuit 
of ways to foster systemic change for social and 
climate justice. She works at Forum for the Fu-
ture, where she focuses on issues such as marine 
plastics and the future of civil society. In parallel, 
she is a PhD student in the Centre for Environ-
mental Policy at Imperial College London, where 
she is researching the role of design futures 
methods for urban transitions to sustainability.

James Stewart is a teacher, researcher and aca-
demic entrepreneur with 25 years of research on 
the shaping and appropriation of emerging infor-
mation technologies. He is currently exploring the 
rise of “data” and “algorithms” as focus of analysis 
and invention, and how different disciplinary and 
professional groupings are attempting to incor-
porate these into their activities. This includes 
exploration of new Evidence processes, the Data 
Poor and algorithmically mediated work. He has a 
PhD in Science and Technology Studies, and works 
on trying to stimulate new thinking and practice 
using data design, and social insights.
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Exhibition production 
Drugo more

Exhibition coproduction 
Aksioma (SLO), Furtherfield (UK)
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European Commission program  
Creative Europe, Kultura nova Foundation, 
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia, 
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Croatian Government Office for 
Cooperation with NGOs

Powered by Rijeka 2020  
– European Capital of Culture

This program is realized in the framework of 
State Machines, a joint project by Aksioma (SI), 
Drugo more (HR), Furtherfield (UK), Institute 
of Network Cultures (NL) and NeMe (CY).

This program is realized  
in the framework of Refleks  
and Galerija DM programs.

This project has been funded with support 
from the Croatian Government Office for 
Cooperation with NGOs. This communication 
reflects the views only of Drugo more.

This project has been funded with support  
from the European Commission.  
This communication reflects the views only 
of the author, and the Commission cannot be 
held responsible for any use which may be 
made of the information contained therein.

This publication is made possible  
by financial support of the “Kultura nova” 
Foundation. Opinions expressed herein 
reflect solely those of the authors and do 
not necessarilz represent the opinions 
of the “Kultura nova” Foundation.

Association of organisations 
Molekula manages Palach, 
Filodrammatica and Marganovo.


