
This series brings together artists, musicians, technologists, engineers, and theorists 
to join forces in the interrogation and production of new blockchain technologies. 
Our focus will be to understand how blockchains might be used to enable a critical, 
sustainable and empowered culture, that transcends the emerging hazards and 
limitations of pure market speculation of cryptoeconomics.

Intended as a temporary laboratory for the creation of a living laboratory, the inaugural 
workshop in the series takes a pragmatic approach towards building technical and 
economic capacity in the arts. 

As the DAOWO series unfolds, each lab will work  across a spectrum of themes and 
domains of expertise, breaking down silos and assumptions about what blockchain 
technologies might mean. The aim is to birth a new set of experimental initiatives 
which can reinvent the future of the arts as we know it. 

Thu 26 Oct:

The Subsequent DAOWO Programme of Labs and Debates
Thu 23 Nov:
Thu 25 Jan 2018:
Fri 16 Feb 2018:

Thu 22 Feb 2018:

Thu 29 Mar 2018:

Background to the DAOWO workshops
This programme is devised by Ruth Catlow and Ben Vickers in collaboration with 
the Goethe-Institut London, and the State Machines programme. Its title is inspired 
by a paper by artist hacker and writer Rob Myers called DAOWO - Decentralised  
Autonomous Organisation With Others. furtherfield.org/artdatamoney/debate/

Events will be hosted at the Goethe-Institut, London and Drugo More, Rijeka.  
More information here daowo.org/ 

About Ruth Catlow
Ruth is an artist, writer and curator working with emancipatory network cultures,  
practices and poetics. She is the co-founder, co-director of Furtherfield.

About Ben Vickers
Ben Vickers is a curator, writer, explorer, technologist and luddite. He is CTO at 
the Serpentine Galleries in London and an initiator of the open-source monastic  
order unMonastery.

About Furtherfield
Through artworks, labs and debates around arts and technology, people from all 
walks of life explore today’s important questions. An international network of  
associates use artistic methods to interrogate emerging technologies to extend 
access and grasp their wider potential. Cultural, social and economic values 
are developed in partnership with arts, research, business and public sectors.

Reinventing the Art Lab (on the blockchain)
Venue: Goethe-Institut, London | BOOKING ESSENTIAL 
2-5.30pm Workshop devised and hosted by Ruth Catlow and 
Ben Vickers, 7-8.30pm Panel discussion with Hito Steyerl, Helen 
Kaplinsky, Julian Oliver

Identity Trouble (on the blockchain)
Doing Good (on the blockchain)
Artists Organise (on the blockchain)
(special event with Clubture at Drugo More, Rijeka)
The Decentralised Music Society reforming music 
(on the blockchain)
What Will It Be Like When We Buy An Island (on the blockchain)?
Booking Information daowo.org
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http://www.furtherfield.org/artdatamoney/debate/
http://www.furtherfield.org/artdatamoney/debate/
http://www.daowo.org/
http://www.daowo.org/


About the Goethe-Institut
The Goethe-Institut is the cultural institute of the Federal Republic of Germany  
with a global reach. It promotes knowledge of the German language abroad,  
fosters international cultural cooperation and conveys a comprehensive image of 
Germany with 159 locations in 98 countries.

About State Machines
State Machines investigates the new relationships between states, citizens and 
the stateless made possible by emerging technologies. Focussing on how such 
technologies impact identity and citizenship, digital labour and finance, the project 
joins five experienced partners Aksioma (SI), Drugo More (HR),  Furtherfield (UK), 
Institute of Network Cultures (NL) and NeMe (CY) together with a range of artists, 
curators, theorists and audiences.

This project has been funded with the support from the European Commission. 
This communication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission 
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information 
contained therein.
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Notes for editors on Arts and the Blockchain at Furtherfield since 2015
‘Artists and fringe groups have always been very innovative in terms of governance 
models and the way which they organise and cooperate with one another and I think 
that the Blockchain creates an opportunity for those forms of governance to become 
legible and usable by other communities.’ 
– Kei Kreutler, artist

Furtherfield’s Art Data Money programme, 2015, set out a programme of exhibitions, 
debates to develop a commons for the arts in the network age.

The Human Face of Cryptoeconomies exhibition opened at Furtherfield Gallery, 
September 2015, featuring FaceCoin by Rob Myers. Brett Scott ran workshops to 
build the Activist Bloomberg Terminal. 
furtherfield.org/programmes/exhibition/human-face-cryptoeconomies

The Blockchain - Change Everything Forever a short film by Furtherfield, 2016, in  
collaboration with Digital Catapult asked what a blockchain could do and who  
creates this new society.
vimeo.com/184677819

Ruth Catlow and Ben Vickers led the symposium, Blockchain’s Potential in the Arts, 
2016, hosted by the Austrian Cultural Forum.

‘What seems to emerge is a potential for blockchain to devolve mechanisms and 
processes for funding for artists, as well as allowing various players in the arts  
ecosystem – artists, collectors, viewers, curators, and others – to define how they 
want to interact, with the possibility that sharing and artwork almost merge, or at 
least become as two sides of the same coin.’  
– U. Kanad Chakrabarti

The NEW WORLD ORDER exhibition opened at Furtherfield Gallery, May 2017, featuring 
new blockchain based life forms that envision future world-making by autonomous 
machines, markets and natural processes. It will tour to Aksioma and Drugo More 
in 2018 as part of the State Machines programme. 
furtherfield.org/programmes/exhibition/new-world-order

Artists Re:Thinking the Blockchain, 2017, published by Furtherfield and Torque edi-
tions, distributed by Liverpool University Press.
www.furtherfield.org/projects/artists-rethinking-blockchain

‘Furtherfield and Torque have brought us a collection of writings that cut through the 
mainstream blockchain hype and that reveal the diverse creative visions that can be 
embedded into the technology….It inspires us to believe we can still invent our own 
futures and grow the technologies that we need to realise them.’ 
– Brett Scott, author of The Heretic’s Guide to Global Finance: Hacking the Future of Money

‘This book is on a mission to make one of the most influential, yet unknown  
technologies of today intelligible for each and everyone one of us.’ 
– Josephine Bosma, author of Nettitudes – Let’s Talk Net Art 
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